
Date: September 23, 2004 

To: Chairman Randolph and Commissioners Blair, Downey, Karlan and Knox 

From:  Mark Krausse, Executive Director 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

This is a summary of administrative activity and other matters since the report sent to you prior to 
the last Commission meeting. 

A. PERSONNEL 

Whitney Barazoto has been hired as our new Commission Assistant, replacing Sandy Johnson 
who has moved on to the Enforcement Division.  Whitney is a graduate of UC Berkeley, with a degree in 
conflict resolution. She is an evening student at McGeorge School of Law beginning her second year.  
Prior to coming to work for the Commission, Whitney worked for Assembly Member Jackson. 

Three attorneys have been promoted to the ranks of Senior Commission Counsel.  In the 
Enforcement Division, Julia Bilaver and Bill Williams were selected, and in the Legal Division, C. Scott 
Tocher. These individuals were selected based upon their substantial contributions to the productivity of 
their respective divisions. 

Gail Perry and Rene Robertson have each been promoted to Technical Assistant II.  Gail and Rene 
are on the telephonic "front lines," ensuring that callers (some of them irate) receive prompt, courteous 
and compassionate attention.  Their careful handling and triage often save us many headaches later on.  In 
addition, they provide valuable support to TA and, frequently, all divisions in the agency. 

B. STAFF PROJECTS 

The Administration Division welcomes Pedro dal Col, a Hornet Foundation intern and computer 
science student from Argentina who will be working with Curt and Jason over the next two semesters.  
Pedro is enrolled at Sacramento City College, and his computer skills will serve us well.  

The Public Education Unit produced the latest Bulletin issue, updated information on the website 
related to Public Records Act requests, and provided feedback to the Council on Governmental Ethics 
Laws (COGEL). 
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Technical Assistance In August and September, Political Reform Consultants Trish Mayer, 
Adrianne Korchmaros, Hal Dasinger, Kevin Braaten-Moen, Jeanette Turvill and Teri Rindahl conducted 
13 campaign disclosure workshops throughout California. In some cases consultants gave two 
presentations in one day in order to save costs and meet the needs of the 300 local candidates and 
treasurers who attended. The feedback was very positive, and two additional seminars have been 
scheduled. In addition to the seminars for candidates, three workshops were held to review the duties and 
obligations of filing officers with respect to campaign  

In addition, PRC Jeanette Turvill provided an SEI filing officer training for the County of 
Sonoma, and PRC Hal Dasinger answered callers’ questions while being recorded for a segment about the 
Commission’s telephone advice function that is to air on KQED radio. 

The Legal Division has two legal interns from McGeorge School of law this semester.  Calisse 
Donathan is a candidate for Juris Doctorate for May 2005. She has received honors in appellate advocacy 
and was on the Dean’s List for 2003-2004. Kara Mazzucca is a second year law student. She previously 
interned with Assembly Member Jackson, and she has other experience related to the legislative process.  
Both interns are interested in administrative law and will be working on advice letters and doing legal 
research. 

On Friday, September 10, 2004, Assistant General Counsel John W. Wallace spoke at the 
California Association of Public Retirement Systems (CALAPRS) attorneys’ roundtable in Oakland.  
There were approximately 25 private and public attorneys present.  He spoke about legal ethics under 
Government Code section 1090 and the Political Reform Act, and about the project to combine section 
1090 with the Political Reform Act. 

C. APPROVAL OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODES/AMENDMENTS 

Since the last Commission meeting, the agency has approved the following codes/amendments: 

California Exposition and State Fair 
Mountain Counties Air Basin Control Council 
Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board 

D. FINDINGS OF PROBABLE CAUSE 

Pursuant to regulation 18361, I have found evidence in the following cases sufficient to lead a 
person of ordinary caution and prudence to believe or entertain a strong suspicion that the following 
respondents committed or caused a violation of the Political Reform Act. This finding of probable cause 
does not constitute a finding that a violation has actually occurred. The respondents are presumed 
to be innocent of any violation of the Act unless a violation is proved in a subsequent proceeding. 

Carlos G. Salcedo, Campaign to Elect Carlos G. Salcedo, and Agustin Salcedo, FPPC No. 
02/233.  On September 22, 2004, probable cause was found to believe that Respondent Carlos G. Salcedo, 
a successful candidate for the El Monte Union High School District Board of Trustees, his controlled 
committee, Campaign to Elect Carlos G. Salcedo, and the treasurer of the committee, Agustin Salcedo, 
failed to file four semi-annual campaign statements, in violation of Section 84200, subdivision (a) (4 
counts). 
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E. REQUESTS FOR EXTENSION OF COMMITTEE TERMINATION 

Pursuant to regulation 18404.1, campaign committees facing termination by December 31, 2002, 
who desire an extension of that deadline, must submit a request to the Executive Director by December 1, 
2002. Since my last report to the Commission, I have responded to the following requests: 

Dave Brown for State Assembly. A third request for extension was approved, for a six-month 
period. 


